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Abstract

Zora Neale Hurston fictionalized her parents’ life stories to express
her view on African American society and universal human nature
in Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934). The hero, John Buddy Pearson, is an
African American whose real father is a white master of a
plantation. John makes his mark as a popular preacher in the black
church but his sexual debauchery is self-destructive. Like Jonah who
is endowed with a protective “Gourd Vine” by God in the Bible,
John is blessed with a rich blood father, a clever wife and his
speech talent. However, John never stays where he achieves one
success, and destroys what he was given by his supporters. John’s
destructive tendency suggests universal human consciousness to deny
his “Gourd Vine” and to desire successive changes.

John is helped by Christianity and is injured by Voodoo under
Hattie’s curse. However, John never reveals Hattie's disgraceful deeds
in the court just because he doesn’t want to speak ill of the African
American society to which he thinks he also belongs. John embodies
Hurston’s affectionate feelings for her roots and African American
society even when she rebelled against them. By describing John’s
life, Hurston tried to search her fluctuating feelings on African
American society as well as create a story of universal human
growth.
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LEEZRREL K5 &322 L bRmiyem EE2XA 9 LT 581 b —UHH
2aiuevy, John (3FpHE O FRE A FRE S 4L D ik, FEAFRIICE <. ZORA
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% 4] X John o TIEBELREZ#FL T<5 Lucy [FS L. Hido4
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TJohn ®HCEBULT 7V BFRT AV BADOICT L - TR LT b i,
FREFOLDENFETH D Z LM OFEE LM RS D Z L1E, LB
Hurston 88 2277 U A% T AV I A B CEIUCTHLEREMHFEZREL



18 Jonah’s Gourd Vine (231} % Hurston @ B ¥k

Tn5,

E7c, John FEVL7REH TIER <, BP0 THHR) TEZ 21372070,
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T NELMETH S Sally B9 <ic8iind Z i, John BESOEL L
B2 F ) A MMBABEOZFEETHY, AEROERICHENLTND I L
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BNEBTHI LI LTH, ROTLES LWVWHZLTHD, D%
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vine” Th 5 Z L IZRBWTH At %, John OE&ITZE TS 2 Hiviz “gourd
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So they danced. They called for the instrument that they had
brought to America in their skins —the drum — and they
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dance drums of Africa. (29)
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VERDRNBL LAY, REMEICHT 2B EEZLND, DEVT T
VHRT AV INTHD Z EPPEEHREATDE RO T, HMUREATO
KINEMAEL D22 LDV, BAOKREPEATHEL L ORORNWI L&
Hurston I3 L TW5, John BE %@ < KESLH S, ORI
7 NFERLIE, Hurston iI2& > TEDOANEDRIEICH ZMEBR THD L &b
2 Hurston 28 N 2B R R B OHFM T2 XD TH S, ZOIEMITE
WTiE, John 2°A b O REMICKHT 25, IO, BLEEL Wt E#k%
HLRO P T, FEASRABOREYREZ S FRIFEICERL XS T2
Hurston Ot § O SCFHIR R AT AN D D TH S,

AL TINT AV J LERH66EIR S (2021455 A 9 H) 1o THY I A
VRFE LT FRICKBAAMEEEREL 2D Th 5,

1 Rita Dove 1% Z o {E i @ Foreword 1€ T, “What is striking, however, is
that this young woman did not make one of the major mistakes of
first novelists — sticking too faithfully to the ‘true story’ — but knew
how to fashion of her parents’ lives a tale of compelling pathos and
majesty.” (Jonah’s Gourd Vine xiv) &ik-<TE Y, Hurston 2 H 0 EiE
WCHELTE2 28, HicsMEoEEZ AL TW 2 R 23 iiL Tna,

2 Samuel Willard Crompton % %7z, “This was thoroughly a tale of black
America.” (53) L#5#79 5. 72, Stephanie Li %, Hurston 23 \fRIE T
EAR R AMOBEEZR > TWD Z Liz2>nW T, “While Hurston’s
primary characters would of course be black, she had no interest in
focusing on the problem of race.” (95) *i5#E4 %,
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3 Hemenway 12X % & “It is instructive to note that the sermon was
taken almost verbatim from Hurston’s field notes ... It was collected
from the Reverend C. C. Lovelace of Eau Gallie, Florida, on May 3,
1929 ....7 (197) LFENTWD,
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